
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2018, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:01 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Karey Amon spoke for the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Swart led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; 
William Ponce, Police C�ief; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Marilyn McFate said she was on an hour-long United States-wide conference call with 
AARP and the Post Master General because scammers are calling people from 
everywhere. She said '85% of our Veterans our being targeted by scammers. She said 
dialing 877-908-3360 will give you investigators for AARP and the Post Master General; 
the schemes include everything from cancer research to anything you can think of to get 
money. She gave the following advice, always give no information whatsoever unless you 
instigate the call yourself; and do not answer the phone if you do not know who you are 
talking to. She said to be very careful and if someone is interested in what the caller is 
saying, first check with the Better Business Bureau or someone you trust. 

Monica Timberlake announced we just had our first annual Buck Connors Day and it was 
a huge success. She gave kudos to all that put in work to get it done. 

Terry Ross, resident who runs the B-10 Campground, said she was asked to inform the 
Council and the Town that on Thursday she had three rigs that came in and she asked 
them where they were from and what they were looking for; she learned two were from 
California and one has a relative in Parker and all came to Quartzsite specifically for the 
Buck Connors weekend. 

PRESENTATIONS: PROCLAMATIONS: REPORTS: 

2. PRESENTATION - Quartzsite Heroes Appreciation Day.
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Joanne Winer told the public that just before the summer, the Council came out to Celia's 
Rainbow Gardens for a tour and since then we have had the 911 Ceremony out at the 
Heroes Bell Gardens. She explained this part of the Gardens' purpose and use, to honor 
all the first responders and the military. She said she was going to call an event First 
Responders Day but learned that the military is usually not included in that. She said since 
it will be held at the Heroes Bell Gardens, it will be called Heroes Appreciation Day. She 
asked the Council to make a proclamation of some sort. She said they are looking at the 
first Saturday in March. 

Mrs. Winer said the VFW is going to be building their monument over the winter, so is the 
Fire Department and she will be meeting with the Police Department. She said we will 
have one monument to honor 911 and a monument to honor the military and one for first 
responders. She said they are going to invite the people from the base down in Yuma to 
the event; she believes she may be able to get a fly over. She noted she is on the Park 
and Recreation Committee. She said they will be looking for a lot of volunteers and will 
advertise in the newspaper for donations. She noted that those interested in voh,mteering 
can find her at the Book Store. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT - Celebratory Announcement of Quartzsite Elementary
Volleyball Team's accomplishments.

Council Member Hager said we are joined here today by some outstanding athletes who 
represent the Town of Quartzsite Elementary School. He asked that the girls and their 
coaches stand for a round of applause. He said we so mark this occasion because this is 
the first time in 26 years, since 1992, that our volleyball girls have made it to regional and 
placed at the regional; they placed fourth at La Pera on October 27, 2018 which is a huge 
achievement for our girls. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

4. ZONING AMENDMENT PROCEDURES PUBLIC HEARING AND ORDINANCE
NO. 18-13 - Conduct public hearing and consider adoption of Ordinance No. 18-
13 amending the Code of Quartzsite, Arizona, Chapter 15 Zoning, by amending
the Zoning Articles, Article I Title, Authority, Purpose, Jurisdiction. Repealer.
Severability, Conflicts With Other Regulations and Relationship to General Plan,
Section 7 Relationshio To General Plan; Amending Article XV Zone Chances Or
Amendments, Sections 1 General, 2 Petitions for Amendments and 3 Procedure;
amending Chapter 15 Zoning by adding new Article XVII General Plan Adoption
and Amendments; amending the Development Procedures Ordinance, Article II
Procedures, Section 1 Conditional Use Permit. Minor Subdivision, Rezoning,
Subdivision. Site Plan and Vacation and Section 2 Development Procedures.
Subdivision or Zoning Ordinance Amendment and adding new Section 6 Citizen
Review Process; all related to establishing procedures for adoption of a general
plan, major and minor amendments to the general plan, and zoning amendments,
including a citizen review process to comply with Arizona law.
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Mayor Simpson announced there was a typographical error in the Agenda on Item 4, 
where there is Article XVII, it should be listed as Article XVIII. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there are some additional things our Town Attorney will 
review with the Council in terms of this document. He explained that where there are three 
dots, it means there is more to be read but we did not put it here because there was no 
change. He said that after tonight's public hearing and discussion, the Council may want 
to send it back to us for some modifications so that it reads better. He said he thinks we 
can still proceed with the Public Hearing, however, we would not close the Public Hearing 
tonight, that way we can pick it up at the next Council meeting on November 27, 2018 
and continue with it and finalize the document. 

Council Member Swart noted that on Page 3, in Paragraph 2, it talks about major 
amendments and he asked for clarification of a major amendment and a minor 
amendment. 

Town Manager Ferguson gave a general explanation noting a major amendment is used 
when there need to be changes to the Land Use Map, that type of thing; minor 
amendments are usually more just basic verbiage and small changes. 

Town Attorney Stuhan explained how state law uses major and minor amendments in 
information about the general plan. 

There was a discussion of examples of major and minor amendments. 

Council Member BearCat said unless it is somewhere else in the General Plan, she thinks 
we need to add A.RS.§ 9-462.04 that basically covers noise, dangerous areas, airports 
and several other items. 

Council Member BearCat said that on Page 3, Paragraph 1.8., she believes it should say 
'his/hers' or the 'owner' of the property. 

There was a discussion of gender inclusive language and Town Attorney Stuhan said it 
would be an easy administrative change if the Council so chooses. 

Council Member BearCat asked what happened to Paragraph 9. 

Town Attorney Stuhan explained that when we do a text amendment and we do an 
ordinance, we have to publish it, so, commonly when they are drafting an ordinance, they 
try to take out stuff that we are not changing - works as is - and they use dot, dot, dot 
which means that is still in your Zoning Code. She said it was done to save money. 

She said the Council has the option to adopt by reference. 

Council Member BearCat said when it references a particular paragraph in the parts that 
are changing, then she would expect to see the paragraph it is referencing. 
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Town Attorney Stuhan said if you would like us to add it in, we can certainly do that. She 
said it is not legally necessary; it does help with readability and it is additional publication 
costs.• 

Council Member Schue asked if the Planning and Zoning Commission has seen this yet. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied yes. 

Council Member BearCat asked how the Citizens' Review plan is going to work. She 
asked how the citizens get involved, obtain the appropriate documents and how a citizen 
can get on the agenda with the Planning & Zoning Commission and then eventually to 
the Council. She also asked who pays for the notifications and different things that need 
to be done. 

Town Attorney Stuhan responded that state law requires a Citizens 1 Review process, an 
extra step. She explained how a property can be rezoned and the resultant need to fix 
the General Plan. Once an application is received and paid for by the Planning 
Department, there is a Citizens' Review process, then it goes to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission who decides if they will recommend it to the Council. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that we have not established the fees; there are some 
things in here that will need to be established for implementation purposes once this is 
adopted. 

Council Member BearCat reviewed the Citizens' Review process to see if her 
understanding is correct. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered that it was pretty close. He said the process starts 
with an application initiated by the Town or a citizen; it then goes to a Citizens' Review, 
then to the staff, then to the Planning and Zoning Commission and lastly to the Town 
Council. 

Council Member Swart noted that on Page 8, Paragraph D, Additional Meetings, it says 
the planning and he asked if it should say department after planning. 

Town Attorney Stuhan said she does think it should say Planning Department or Town 
Manager, and she will clean that up typo. 

Town Attorney Stuhan stated the Citizens' Review is required by state law for the General 
Plan and for rezoning. 

Council Member Swart said the applicant could be a business. 

Council Member BearCat commented that she was just showing Council Member Schue 
A.RS. § 9-462.03 Amendment Procedures. 
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Council Member Swart said this would also include if somebody wanted to change the 
number of RV sites that they have on their own personal property. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he does not think that would necessarily be done; now on 
a conditional use, yes. 

Karey Amon said people need to be heard; it is another chance to get the public's opinion. 
She thinks the requirement is a good thing. 

Council Member Schue said it seems like there will be additional posting for the Citizens' 
Review, for a legal posting. He asked if the person who is instigating the zoning change 
would pay for the posting on that as well. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied any required posting would be the cost of the applicant 
as it is currently. 

Town Attorney Stuhan advised the Council that as a practical matter, one thing we often 
recommend is on the same Notice of Public Hearings, you would do the Citizens' Review, 
Planning and Zoning and Council. 

Mayor Simpson said we are continuing the Public Hearing on November 27, 2018; Mayor 
Simpson asked the Town Manager if that is a good date. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered that is assuming you have additional modifications 
that you are wanting to consider at this time. 

Mayor Simpson noted the corrections that were mentioned. 

BUSINESS: 

5. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of January 9, 2018.

Council Member Swart said he had a correction on Page 9 of 21; there was a question 
asked - how many signatories we have - the response was Vice Mayor Warner said 
herself, the Mayor, Council Member Swart and Council Member Schue. He said his name 
needs to be removed because he is not a signatory on that. 

Council Member Swart moved to approve the minutes as corrected. 

Council Member Hager seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION PASSED by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
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6. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following series: (Accounts Payable) 44626-44670 void 44669 totaling
$103,946.24, (Payroll) 44613-44624, $71,307.55, 44625 (Posted 11/9/18
$218.52).

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid 
check numbers series 44613 through 44670. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Mayor Simpson said he is not following number series. He said I am looking at the 
Agenda. He said Item 6, 44613 to 44670, voiding 44669. 

Council Member Goldberg amended her motion to add voided check 44669 totaling 
$103,946.24 and including Payroll checks 44613-44624 and 44625 posted 11/9/18. 

Council Member Schue said he will second again. 

Vote: MOTION PASSED by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

7. APPOINTMENT OF PSPRS LOCAL BOARD MEMBERS - Consider the
appointment of Beverly Cunningham and Kyle Conley, Quartzsite citizens,
to the Public Safety Personnel Retirement System Board with terms to
expire in March 2022.

• Beverly Cunningham

• Kyle Conley

Town Manager Ferguson said Kiki Tunnell, our Finance Director, is the individual who 
sought out individuals to serve in this capacity. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained this Board is required by statute; they meet annually, 
as they must, receive a report as to what the new legislation is and there are no action 
items for them to handle. He indicated a question had arisen regarding the fact that Mr. 
Conley is related to one of our Officers; he explained that if there would be a conflict, that 
individual could recuse himself if necessary. 

Jeron Mumme asked what would happen if we did not fill these two seats. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we are trying to get our positions all filled. 

Chief Ponce said we are required by the state legislature to make sure we have these 
positions and we are behind, but we have to have these positions filled in order to continue 
the process of being part of the Public Safety Board. 
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Council Member Goldberg said we are fortunate to have these people step forward and 
agree to do this. 

Council Member BearCat moved to appoint Beverly Cunningham and Kyle Conley to 
the positions on the Personnel Board. (Public Safety Personnel Retirement System 
Board). 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION PASSED by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

8. GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF HIGHWAY SAFETY GRANT - Discussion and
possible acceptance and approval of Governor's Office of Highway Safety Grant
for DUI/ Impaired Driving Enforcement in the amount of $7,980.

Chief Ponce said he was asking for the Council's approval to be able to expend the funds 
for the Governor's Office of Highway Safety Grant for DUI/ Impaired Driving Enforcement 
in the amount of $7,980. He said we have been awarded this grant as long as the Council 
approves. He said the money is specifically earmarked for certain enforcement items. 

Council Member Swart said there were statistics in there about the increases; he asked 
if that is because more people are coming into the area like snowbirds, and if it has it 
been broken down into whether it is local. 

Chief Ponce said it varies; part of it was, we think, lack of manpower for a certain time 
and lack of enforcement throughout the Department. He said the other part of it is there 
has been an influx of people with more highway-related accidents and DUI-related 
situations. 

Council Member Swart asked if most are involved on the local streets or a combination 
of the streets and the freeway. 

Chief Ponce answered that most of our DU ls are located within the confines of the Town, 
not on the freeway areas. 

Council Member Hager moved· to accept and approve the and Governor's Office of 
Highway Safety Grant for DUI/ Impaired Driving Enforcement in the amount of $7,980. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION PASSED by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
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9. GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF HIGHWAY SAFETY GRANT - Discussion and
possible acceptance and approval of Governor's Office of Highway Safety Grant
for STEP/ Selective Traffic Enforcement Program in the amount of $24,726.

Chief Ponce asked the Council to approve the Selective Traffic Enforcement Program 
Grant through GOHS in the amount of $24,726. He said part of these monies will go to a 
traffic speed trailer with a message board which has multiple facets. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the trailer has cameras or a tracking system that is 
reported back to the Quartzsite Police Department. 

Chief Ponce said it does have a tracking system, but it does not have cameras on it. 

There was a discussion of the old trailer that needs to be refurbished and that the trailer 
will be located within the Town in various locations. 

Council Member Swart moved to accept the Governor's Office of Highway Safety Grant 
in the amount of $24,726 for the STEP Program. 

Council Member Hager seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION PASSED by unanimous roll call vote {summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

10. TOWN MANAGER'S SECOND AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT - Possible
approval of Town Manager's Second Amendment to Employment Contract.

Mayor Simpson read the Second Amendment to the Town Manager's Contract aloud for 
all to hear. 

Mayor Simpson said the contract expired a number of months ago. He explained that was 
due to the busy past few months; the Town Manager has been working without contract 
since September. 

Council Member BearCat said she believes it is a cost of living. 

The Council commented with appreciation and accolades. 

Town Attorney Stuhan said there will be one small clean-up point; the contract's first line 
read 'this first amendment' and should read 'this second amendment'. 

Karey Amon, Town of Quartzsite, credited the Town Manager with positive changes. 

Council Member Swart moved to accept the Town Manager's Second Amendment to 
the Contract. 
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Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION PASSED by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager, 
Council Member Schue, Council Member Swart, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

11. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson read the Mayor's Proclamation proclaiming November 2018 American 
Diabetes Month in Quartzsite, Arizona aloud for all to hear. 

Mayor Simpson said we have not received the results of the last election; we have been 
told that probably late tomorrow we may know something. 

12. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Vice Mayor Warner gave a summary of how well the Buck Connors Days event went. 

Council Member Swart shared that the vendors at the Buck Connors event were pleased 
and plan to come to back. He said it really helped to bring the Town together. He gave 
kudos to the staff of the Public Works Department. 

Council Member Goldberg commented on the OHV Cattle Drive Parade at the event and 
the positive attitude this Town has. She thanked the hard-working volunteers. 

Council Member BearCat commented on there being many visitors to the event having 
come from out of Town. 

Council Member Schue commented on the success of the 5K Run, Walk, Rock and Roll 
Event that the Chamber sponsored; people of all ages participated. 

Council Member Hager said he worked with the kids at the event; he said all the kids he 
spoke to had said they had a wonderful time and they all enjoyed the show. 

Council Member Hager said we do not have the results yet of the election, but if he is not 
put back in, it has been an honor to serve. 

Karey Amon said people had spoken to her with concerns about the positioning of certain 
activities next to each other, particularly the children right in the area where the gun
slinging and horses were. She gave kudos to the young people who stepped up. 

Council Member Swart said the Explorer's and the Quartzsite Elementary School did a 
great job. 

Mayor Simpson said the whole Town Council was involved in one way or another. 
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Council Member BearCat said she has close to 500 pictures. 

Marilyn McFate said at the yard sale, they had people stopping that did not know what 
was going on so we need better signage. 

13. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson said this community can pull together and everybody that 
helped was in the event for the right reason. He thanked everyone that participated. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there is still a vacancy on the Planning & Zoning 
Commission; we would like to put that on the next agenda. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that two projects, the Manhole Project in the wash area, 
which we funded through WIFA and the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project will both 
have bid openings tomorrow. He said we will be bringing that to the Council at the next 
Council meeting. 

14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS- Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member BearCat said she would like the report about our water, and Town 
Manager Ferguson said it will be on our next agenda. 

Mayor Simpson asked that the newly elected Council Member appointment be on the 
next agenda. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that wiU be on appropriately. 

Council Member BearCat asked for any updates on the Colorado River. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there has not been anything new reported on that, but he 
will make an inquiry to see if anything has changed. 

Council Member BearCat asked at what point the Council will see the reports from the 
LLC. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered once the financials have been finalized; he said that 
may be by the 27th • 

Council Member Swart asked for an update on Ten West. 

Towh Manager Ferguson said it is in the 90-day review process right now. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the information about the LLC would include the 
contract. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said yes. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:26 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:26 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 13, 2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on November 13, 2018. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 27th day of November 2018 

�-�ah� 
Tina M. Abria�own Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 
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